Australian National Diagnosis Related Groups and Abdominal surgery.
This study compares the declared splits for abdominal surgery within the Australian National Diagnosis Related Groups (AN-DRG) with age-based strata. Data were derived from two clinical trials involving 2114 adults. The patients tended to be elderly (25% > 71 years) and had significant co-morbidity, that is, 57% with an American Society of Anesthesia (ASA) classification > 1. Adverse events after surgery included pulmonary complications (16%), urinary tract infections (10%), wound infection (6%), and death (4.5%). Only 27% of the patients could be classified into a 'non-complicated' AN-DRG partition; these patients had a median age of 25 years and 88% had either appendicectomy or cholecystectomy. In contrast, analysis of six age-based strata revealed a stepwise increase in the incidence of adverse events after surgery (Friedman ANOVA, P < 0.001). It might therefore be wise to consider the inclusion of age-strata in the abdominal surgery component of the AN-DRG. Failure to do so may result in financial penalties for hospitals that care for patients at high risk of an adverse outcome after abdominal surgery.